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this article by Danish vessells, as we shall take care to dispose of none of the
surplus quantity, which we shall sell to the Dutch and our own country
shipping at the markett price of it in Calcutta.
68.   Your   Honours   will   observe   that   upon   obtaining   this   exclusive
priviledge of purchasing petre in Bahar, the Dutch Chief and his Council at
Patna took upon them to protest against Colonel Clive and Mr. Amyatt for
the damage their Company might suffer by being deprived of the liberty of
buying then- petre in that province as usual.   This protest being delivered to
Mr. Amyatt and by him returned again to them, the Director and Council
at Hughley transmitted us a copy of it, seconded by a kind of protest from
themselves on the same occasion, which we replied to, by acquainting them
we had done nothing new in procuring this perwannah, Coja Wajeed having
held it on the same terms for many years before; that the Dutch themselves
had endeavoured last year not only to obtain a grant for the sole purchase of
petre, but of opium too, that we knew of no treaty subsisting between His
Brittanick Majesty and the States General which was infringed by this indul-
gence of the Subah's to our employers, and that it is plain they did not
imagine it would be any infraction of treatys if the Nabob had acquiesced
with their request for the same exclusive priviledge.
69.   In our letters of last year you were advised of the recommendation
of the Select Committee to make a fortification on Burrurnpoor plains, and
keep a garrison there.   As the Board approved of that system and intended
to have put it in execution, Mr. Scrafton (who resided at Moraudbaug and
transacted the Company's affairs at the durbar in the absence of the Colonel
and Mr. Watts) was directed to procure a perwannah for the ground there-
abouts and a sunnud to fortify upon that spot if we thought proper.   Both
the purwannah and sunnud for fortifying were obtained in  the month of
March and are entered in our consultation of the 6th of that month and the
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar were ordered to purchase materials for making a
factory there, but in July last those orders were countermanded as the forti-
fications at Calcutta required our principal attention and Capn. Brohier could
not be spared to supravise the works at Cossimbuzar,
70.   Your Honours having in your commands of the  8th March dis-
approved  of our   erecting  any  fortifications   up  the   country,  we   shall  in
consequence of those orders desist in our design for fortifying Burrumpoor
rill your further pleasure is known, taking the liberty at the same time to offer
you our sentiments on that subject without reserve.   We must then in the
first place observe that there can be little or no confidence put on these country
people, and although the present Subah may be extremely well-attached to
the English from motives of gratitude and from a sense of his own interest
being so connected with ours that they are inseperable, yet his successor may
perhaps entertain very different sentiments and even be led to believe that it
would be for his honour and advantage to lessen our power and influence in
the country.   In such a case, a strong fortification, well garrisoned so near
his capital as Burrumpoor, would be an invincible obstacle to his attempting
anything that might prove destructive to the Company's interest, as it would
not be possible for hun to make preparations or to take any steps which the
gentlemen at that factory would not receive immediate advice of and conse-,
<|Uently have it in their power to put a stop to and check any measures that